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After reading this peper, there seamed to bo 80 many conflicting and eontradict=
ory otatemsnts to acoount for or $o reeincile that Tnheddky know whors o bogin, .
I slnll meke 2o attenpt a8 a oritical omalyeds, as tins is beymd me, and as far
a9 ayreng ing and co=ordinating the material is concernad, Miss Veitmusr deserves the
higheat praise, 26 I com understand the Serrific labder invelved, . There is however
o certain feeling of unsertainiy or confusion arising from all these apperently
irvesoncilabls statemmmts, and I think & 11t%1e additional matter might Do pat in ot
the proper plsce %o obviste this, a9 1% somms to me that these discrapanciss srs mere
geeming then setunl,
Bafore gelng into any detoiled snggestioms, T shonld ifke to make a fow ganeral
popris which say b taken for vhat they are warthe
The older Indlanshhéd no great familisrity with precisimm instmmente, and so
emld not be expected %0 Yo very scourals in giving poseures from mmmery, and these
meagures and mumbers should b taken fs appraxisnte, rather then as precise, in many
ingtances, adlisr as we are with mosmmuros, mest of us ars hopelessly indccurats
in estimating measures and distances
A to tho accounts of the esrly trovellers, from my own experience I can say
that sppesrances ars often dsceitful, and thet msny of the dimmsions snd details of
lodgo construction were accepted enly after making actual measuremente.
After looking over all the source material at hamd, and meny earlyaccounts,
we mmst, I think, acsept the twelvs post conical lodge, of about 40 £, dismeter as
t}:;tn::n. and all others hovever coumon as special $ypes or variatioms.
Cortainly the whele subject becomas clearer, if this is dme, andany departure
from this becememmersly a mafjer of individual preference, or poesidly in the case of

the flat-roofed lﬂu, a matter of custom, for keepers of Coremoniss and for dances.
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Both Raffalo-=bird-—woman and Halry Coat gave me the dletinct impression thas,
while there were meny flat-roof lodges in the villsges, they were not 9¢ numercus as
to be comnmen, and thas, whilethere was apparently no restrictioms as to their wee, ami
any one might ild them,st4ill those that Lad them were mars apt to be ameng the most
influentisl menbors of the commmity. These ware more likely to Ye the Chiefs, the

Rospers of
Eocpers of Caremanise, o sny important and influential member of the tribe.

Just as with his more advanced brother the white mam, the locatien ofthe lodge
and-1ts eise and finish no Goubs 4id moh So proclaim his position and importance.
® & & % & & & & & & & & & & & ¢ & @

n sompering several early accoumta ( the fow awailabls to me ), 58 well as She
Srowings and prints, the cmical lodge is everpwhere in evidanse, and is , evan inth
the often Ineccusnte deseriptions and drawings, quite wmistakadble, This convinces

ne thad 1% is the nomml typo, and that the fiat-roof ledge is » furiher lmgeovomant
o dovelopamemt of this,differont only in the amoke-hole ocmmeiructicn and arrauge=-
maat; in all othor ways conforming to the scame design. a

To take an ensaple from cur own region here, we might ifkem the winter lodgge and

i%e oasoniste "bwin® lodze to cur swmar cottnge at She lake; the conisal lofge %o ow
pormnent home, snd the flat-roof lodge to the mAnsion of owr soclety folls, or to A
elad house. This is not o Do taken ac & Sefinite distinction, but As o suggestiom,
¢ & & & & = & * & & & & & & % ¢ =

To proseed 30 the galleyst= In golley 3, thers is & secdion which Ithink would
e dotter if set ovaer inte the M iltiy: soctieon, 2o it is confusing here.

n the footenotos is againthe dliscussion of excawnting the flooref the lodge.

T asked particularly about this, mt nome of cur informents would sgree tlat 4%
ms done, Slthough Mairy Cont sadd some people might have done so, dut that he never
tmew 48 $0 Do dome. There was mo ovidence of 1% in any lodge examined YWy us, althe
golng into & lodge does give eme something of Shat improesion. The earth in the en=

trance way is guite worn downj then one sieps over & 8ill and again the ground is
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worn ovay 80 that e ceuld easily get that illusiam. As they preferrsd the ground
%0 ba of & certsinking, they may have dug down to romove any sandy or other unsuit—
able soil, Thic is suggested in the statenent by Mathews.
T have never sqen any stalement regarding ome possibdility, tut it seams to me t0
be entirely pessibls, that where = new village was located upen suitable ground, the
might very likely have excavated, $o save the laber of carrying the veufing earith feor

eonsiderable distancas, 2s it ie ovident that the ground erea of the lodgo is alnost

exactly egual to that of the reof,

Most of these statements about this matter are, I think, 1ittle moere than ane
sumptions, &8 most of the travellers expected to sec a " &g-oul ¥ and therelore 4id.

est of (he Zewilies reteined their mssigned places in & village, and if the
village remined any lergth of time in ons plase, each lodze would mo dmdt he re-
milt soveral Pimosj this would in 8fe due covrse result in o condition similar fe
ezcovation. lot-a-woman speaks of making the rensval peets langer If the ground is
mash worn awsy within $he ludze; this, taken togethor with She fach that the sarth on
the lodse is pulled down all arcund it in relmilding, wenld somn acscunt £ such &
sosming conditione I can not belisve timt all of this old carth was eithar carried
amay or all used sgain. If we asswm this to be tme, and thenconsider that the s0dge’
wapa guita closo Sogether, and that there was o constant washing dowmn of sarth from
sech lodge, thils socallod excavailon could easily be ascounted for.

We inspectad several sites , espocially the one at Enifs river, and while tae
lodze circles gave this affsel, on o mab romambary that ths greatest amomt of earth
wes on thide portion (e outer) of $he lodze and would give the impression of higher
ground without snd a depression within the eircle, when $he lodge foll ine

¢ & £ ® ® & % ¢ % & & & % & & 2 & & =® =

. Cemtimuing on galley 3, vegarding the posts for the lodge, I think this shounld

be made & more gensral statement, as the posts were pretty well proportionsd to the




&
THE HIDATSA EARTHLOTGE.
eizeof the lodge, ané all the 8 osniral Simdars were clcse o the same dlsmeter, and
this dlameter had @ zough relation $o ite length. I should not say that it wes oilly
with knowledge or intontion that this came Abent , ut the faeh raminsihnt the

diametor in inches closely appreximated the longth in feet, of each timber. In genes
al, & supportizg member with ten fosh in the clear, Giould be about ten inches thick,

ene twelve feot, clear, twelve inshes, stc. For lorger lodges, this propovtien migh
diminioh gredally , a9 timbers beyond 18 or 18 in., diameter would be almont uwaasnsge-
:ﬂo. uxcapt for wwights, vhen 4t came to & lodge ueing 20 £3. $imbders.

The 8 condral zosts and stringers (beams), formedan almost exact cube, snd the
outer o Atutl posts were almost exsctly half the height of the coupleted central
stucture; vhen (he beans were laid on these, the yoof poles ware &% sach o pitch an
t0 give good dralunge, y9% not s¢ steop Chat the poles ware apt to silde off.

n the fiat-roof lodge all the supperting timbers were reised relatively
higher; this made 1t leoss apt %0 Lo smoky, mads sbedier appearance, snd nedése & mmch
roander lodget more space could te used. This wonld aleo paptly acocunt for ite
use 89 & Soedaty 2odge.

& & & £ B8 & % & % & ¢ =

In galley 4, mention is nade of the lowar stringer in the cantral group baing
leng and heavy. Thais wns only done in the ordinary lodge to allow for squaring the
onds (f.9. 10t o weaken 43), but vas probably trus for the larger lodges, andmere
especially the Tlateroef, as here there were more timbers ond greater weight.

It sometimes happened thata famlly wonld want more room in & lodge , and then
they would Baild th lodge with a Tadlto it. This was done by using a heavier besm
or otringer and extonding it a foot or s0 beymd the rear poot on vhish 4% rests,

The rest of the central framework was then comploted just as always., If the Ted
Tell vas not used, the rear cantral posts were set far encugh btagk to come under the
end of the boam. ( See drawings ) The Atuti measurements were then accomedatad to
this change, adding meatly $o the longth ot the eldes of the lodgs.

% & 2% ¢ * & 2 & & T &
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GCallsy 5, discussing the fiat=roof emdkghole, gives an erremious impression,
for Both Paffalo=Yirdewomen and Hairy Coat menSioned the use of the slabs ar plenmke
and thon of willows, gress and ¢arth, all at Sthe sams tims. liy undersisnding was
Lot this was cootanry and thet any other way vae an indivifwml variation.

The smdicshole planie wore aleo carricd areund all four oddes « sld the models nai
made for us chowad thise (Ss3 drowings).
™o grass uwsed accwrding So Madry Coal wias tho long slough o & na'eh grans, a8
that vas said to Do Soughe |
® & & & 2 & % ® & & » %

Galloy 6= Relative So tho depth of earth on the lodges , I & not Shirk we
papsured any thet had a greatar dopth then 5 inches. Wa did nod measure all, end
those were not 4n the best of rereir, tut thare wese net mmeh difference apperent in
the depth on ony of the lodges, except those faliing in, A depth of o foob or 80 as o

stated Ly sorw would be & Serrific weighs, even fhough the tnse was sod, vhich wos

the veval vay T bnow we thought the depth was groater wntil we wensurad, as the

mtare, willows ,prass and edrth gave a mesive feeling %o $12 reef,
® £ & ¢ & ® = £ 2 & & =

Galley 8 = Ir dsscribing ghe Yod and 1% canopy ov ease, I think there hes hemm
o mistake rede hera. The bed and covaring ers proporly descrided, tut there is nothin
in my notes about dte having boen bound to the rafters . If Yhe word refter rofors to
the frame-worl of the bad, it womld be dester $o so indicate. There vas nun axtre con-
opy or hanging, that was attached So the efi=-nti~dn polen abeve and formard of the
bed; this was drewm under ths atuti etringer ond over ¥1o bed,and allowed o hang s
of the ded or elae was attached to the atuti slaba. This gove added protectlon againe:
losks fronthe roof , and greater waymth.

2 & & 5 2 ¢ & & & £ 38

Gelley 13 = Under the heanding "Mae Contral FPosts snd Zoansl $here is the
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statement et the four forisd cantral postis wore about a foot in diameter, and about

iz fa0d high, Aathe rost of tho tant goos on $o dssoribe the aversge sised lodge, ©
this 19 obviouely wroang. It should read tem or twolve fest. Alithe other dimenciens
ars given as of about the size of Wolf ~ahiofls lodge., This I was 014 by Vot of ny
infomwunte, was closs to the vsual size of The larys winter lofges, thal is , 423 sis
usually Wilt for o lasge family. This is undoubledly twue; otharwise horsss could

edly b2 kept in themy tod.

Asthis taxt goes ever into Calley 14, and gees on %o & daseripbion of the Twin
or iiks & twin lodge, I slall tako up the two wabtters et onse. There 46 no need 6o
waste & Aot of words abous e laage winter ledge and its twin, for I heve mda &
serios of &Qrawings showing thofs atiructure amd rolations Just as dessribad to me by
Eairp=goat and Daifale-Mré-woman, and Sho9s I an sanding %o you. The ilike-e~iwin
lodge wos added %o the regular winter io&ze by fomilies where there wase old pesopis
or ns aa extra wvarming room far familiss Shat could afford theme By referring %o
the drawings ond can 200 that they must have been quite cosy, the angles of the zoof
polas being such ae Lo act much on the prineiple of portadls reflesting ovens o
"helmrs® used by woodmmen and campers. ( Can't think of the nanel) Hairy-ccad gave
me t¢ undarsteng that this sc-called "win® lodge was aleo ussd alone by small op
posrer fapilies , and 3ot than 4% had an entranco en the same as the regular lodge.

In the sariea of photos of Owlewoman's lodge,taksn for ny trother in 1918 and
1017 by M. Page, con be somn an anthentis Whwin® lodgs a8 1% wenld Ds wsed tme,
and lookdng exactly as T hawe pletursd 1% from deseriptions, Hucept that I have , of
gourge dram i3 as attached o 1 lodge. A1) descripiions are on the drawings.

In the remslning Galloys thers 1o nothing I can o4d S0, excopt hat i 17 Shove
is tho matter of the Hidetan tont tle. I cond along soms drawings that were made net
9¢ long after I vebturnsd from the Resorwvation, and I think are correct, Pat oa § Qid

not talse down ony text en fhis, ean nly sond thom along 4o being correct &s far as
1 haveresollection, This $ie voe wads for us ond ¥ &logrammsd 1% on the 8pot. Sc=o=0
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Thare ore Swe or threa specific recormamdotions that I should like to make whdch can

badona vithout sny rowriting, or without much of any ehange eveaph change of place in

the toxt. Those aress follews] =

lcé =

T shink: the main discussion of the making or providing a paymant $So the lodge
wilder and & feast to the other workers, ought to bde taken vy 2% the very
vegimning of the papar , in the Wuilding of the sumer lodge. Thie wes guch
an important thing and so associated with the whole subjset, thet we should
esiablish this at once , and then refer to again, whore called for , with sush
changes uade or difforcnces meted as the circumstances require., This con b &

dene by almost 1ifting this port from the wintor lodge sccowmnt.

The materizl denlirg with rexovel of posts otc., omnthe- site of an old lodge
wonld be betier placed inits original sstting, vhere the vrecking and re-
milding are talkem ia order. If thistherd is removad frem gollsy 3, i% will
give mmoh mors comected fesling o narralive, It ie hardly consistient o
rsokths atmaeture before 4% hoes bheon Wuilt, and this gave me quile » confused

fosling in first voading fRe rapar,

The drying stage vhile detached, was considered an integral part of the lodge

and was the scens of quite an important part of the fawily 1ife. IS was also

such & disiinguishing part of the village pleture that it can hapdly be left

out connistently. A faw yavegwaphs deveded $o this could de revanped £rom
my brotherts peper on Hidatsa Agriculture. I do not have the dvawings but the

cuts could be taken from book illustrations in the boolk,

Thase are 2}l the suggesticnsl
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